Are tumor necrosis factor (TNF) or cortisol of value for the diagnosis of acute septicemia?
Early diagnosis is of great importance to improve the prognosis of septicemia. Traditional laboratory tests are either delayed like blood cultures, or unspecific like WBC count or ESR. In this retrospective pilot study we have assayed plasma cortisol, blood sugar and serum tumor necrosis factor (TNF) from patients with verified septicemia. With the approach used in this study none of the tests were able to differentiate between septicemia and other infectious febrile illnesses, or to predict if the causing organism was gram-positive or gram-negative.